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The Honorable Bob Wieckowski
California State Senate
State Capitol
Sacramento CA 95814

Support – SB 13 – Accessory Dwelling Units 

Dear Senator Wieckowski:

On behalf of more than 3.3 million members in California, I am writing to express XXXX support for SB 13 (Wieckowski), which would make several important improvements to the law regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).  

AARP surveys reveal that 90% of persons 50 and older want to stay in their homes as they age.  It is, therefore, imperative that we find ways to ensure older adults have housing choices that fit their needs.

Many older adults find themselves living alone in a home that is larger than they need or are able to maintain. They also may need additional revenue to pay for health care services, cover maintenance costs, or make mortgage payments.  ADUs can help older homeowners maintain their independence while providing extra income to allow them to remain in their homes as they age.

ADUs and their primary structures are often more reasonable in cost than single family units because they are usually smaller in size and share a single piece of real estate.  Further, an ADU arrangement can make for greater age diversity in a neighborhood and can provide a very convenient arrangement for an older adult and his or her caregiver(s).

This bill would address several issues currently affecting ADUs by:
1) Waiving impact and development fees, which can add  $70,000 to the cost of building an ADU;
2) Eliminating the current authority to require owner-occupancy of either the main or auxiliary unit, a requirement that can make it impossible or more expensive to obtain a loan on the property;
3) Providing a temporary amnesty for the many ADUs that were constructed without permits, largely because of the impact and development fees.  This amnesty would last for ten years and would only be permitted if the ADU meets applicable building code requirements in effect at either the time of construction.

For these reasons, we respectfully request your support for SB 13.  If you have any questions about our position on SB 13, please contact XXXXX at [Phone Number] or at [Email]. 

Sincerely, 
[Signature]
[Printed name]
[Position]
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